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Federal and State Coordination - Master List
Mr. Rodman Mark Rodman State Historic Preservation Officer State Historic Preservation Office 300 North Washington Square Lansing, Michigan  48913 rodmanm@michigan.gov

Mr. Houtteman Steve Houtteman Aeronautics Environmental Specialist Office of Aeronautics, MDOT 2700 Port Lansing Road Lansing, MI 48906 616-299-2654

Mr. Comrov Aaron Comrov Environmental Protection Specialist FAA, Infrastructure Engineering Center-Chicago, AJW-2C15H 2300 East Devon Avenue, Room 450 Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 847.294.7665

Mr. Duffiney Tony Duffiney State Director    USDA - APHIS Wildlife Services 2803 Jolly Rd., Suite 100, Okemos, MI  48864 517-336-1928

Mr. Watling Jim Watling Supervisor EGLE, Water Resources Division, Transportation Review Unit P.O. Box 30458 Lansing, MI 48909-7958 517-599-9002

Mr. Simon Charlie Simon Chief U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District, Regulatory & Permits 477 Michigan Avenue, Room 603 Detroit, MI  48226-2550 313-226-2218

Mr. Dugan Moises Dugan Regional Administrator (Acting) Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region 5 536 South Clark Street, 6th Floor Chicago, Illinois  60605 312-408-5500

Ms. Gagliardo Jean Gagliardo District Conservationist USDA, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Portage Service Center 5950 PORTAGE RD PORTAGE, MI 49002 269-382-5121 ext 3

Mr. Hicks Scott Hicks Field Office Supervisor US Fish and Wildlife - Michigan Field Office 2651 Coolidge Road, Suite 101 East Lansing, Michigan  48823 517-351-6274

Mr. Westlake Kenneth Westlake Chief EPA Region 5 , NEPA Implementation Section 77 West Jackson Boulevard Chicago, Illinois  60604 312-886-2910

Ms. Lott Shannon Lott Natural Resources Deputy Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Executive Division P.O. Box 30028 Lansing, MI 48909 517-243-3166/517-284-5810

Local & Political Coordination - Master List
Ms. Hepting Karry Hepting Administrator/Controller St. Claire County Administrator/Controller Department 200 Grand River Ave. Suite 203 Port Huron, MI 48060 (810) 989-6900

Ms. Torello Joi Torello Commissioner St. Claire County Board of Comissioners 3210 Strawberry Ln Port Huron, MI 48060 810-217-3588

Mr. Struck David Struck Planning Director St. Clair County Metro Planning Commission 200 Grand River Ave. Suite 202 Port Huron, MI 48060 (810) 989-6950

Mr. Usakowski Rob Usakowski Kimball Township Supervisor Kimball Township Administration 2160 Wadhams Rd Kmiball, MI 48074 (810)987-9797

Ms, Phelan Georgia Phelan Economic Development Commissioner St Clair County Metro Planning Commission 200 Grand River Ave, Suite 202 Port Huron, MI 48060 (810)989-6950

Mr. Orr Bill Orr Planning Commission Chairperson Kimball Township Planning Comission 2160 Wadhams Rd Kmiball, MI 48074 (810)987-9797

Native American Coordination - Master List
President Joeseph Wildcat, Sr. President Lac du Flambeau of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation of Wisconsin PO Box 67 Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538 (715)588-7930

Chairperson Regina Gasco-Bentley Chairperson Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, Michigan 7500 Odawa Circle Harbor Springs, MI 49740 (231)242-1418

Chairman Ron Corn Sr. Chairman Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin PO Box 910 Keshena, WI 54135 (715)799-3373

Chief Douglas Lankford Chief Miami Tribe of Oklahoma PO Box 1326 Miami, OK (918)542-1445

Chief Theresa Jackson Chief Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan 7500 Soaring Eagle Blvd. Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (989)775-4131

Chairperson Aaron Payment Chairperson Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, Michigan 523 Ashmun St. Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 (906)635-6050

mailto:rodmanm@michigan.gov
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March 23, 2023

«Contact_Name»
«Title»
«Organization»
«Address»
«City_State_Zip»

Re: Early Coordination Review of Proposed Improvements 
St. Clair County International Airport, Smiths Creek, Michigan

Dear «Salutation_line»:

The St. Clair International Airport (Airport or PHN) proposes to clear, grub, and grade 63 acres of land 
located off the ends of Runway 4/22. The proposed action is needed to remove existing and potential 
obstructions identified as penetrations to the Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 77 Imaginary 
Surfaces (FAR Part 77), Threshold Siting Surface (TSS), Light Signal Clearance Surface (LSCS), Obstacle 
Clearance Surface (OCS), as well as the Michigan State Licensing Surface. Unmaintained vegetation has 
the potential to become obstructions to runway approaches in the future. The land where removal will take 
place is on Airport property, private property with existing easements, and approximately 23 private 
properties requiring new easements.

It should be noted that the project area contains protected environmental resources. A preliminary review 
indicates that the following major environmental resources may experience impacts from the proposed 
project and may require additional analysis, regulatory agency coordination and/or technical studies, and 
mitigation development. These resources include:

• Air Quality – The project is in non-attainment for ozone and sulfur dioxide
• Farmland – The project area contains Prime Farmland if Drained and Farmland of Local Importance 

soils
• Wetlands – Preliminary investigations indicate that regulated wetlands may be impacted
• Threatened and Endangered Species – Habitat for several protected species is found in the project 

area and may be impacted
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July 8, 2022
Page | 2

Federal funding will be utilized for the proposed Runway 4/22 easement acquisition and obstruction 
removals; therefore, environmental documentation and analysis sufficient to satisfy the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is required by law. To meet this requirement an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) will be completed to define and analyze potential impacts of the proposed action and 
evaluate any reasonable alternatives.

This EA will also be developed to further determine whether any potential impacts are significant enough 
to necessitate an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). During the EA project, investigations will be 
conducted to identify potential Social, Economic, and Environmental (SEE) impacts related to the 
improvements being proposed. These SEE impacts will be documented and considered as required by 
NEPA.  

The Michigan Department of Transportation Office of Aeronautics (MDOT AERO) acting on behalf of the 
FAA is the lead agency and as such, the EA will be prepared in accordance with NEPA, FAA Order 1050.1F, 
Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures, and FAA Order 5050.4B. National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) Implementing Instructions for Airport Actions.  

It should be noted that MDOT AERO does not necessarily endorse the proposed project, nor have they 
agreed to a Preferred Alternative.  MDOT AERO is requiring the Airport to fully evaluate the Purpose and 
Need, any reasonable alternatives including the No Action Alternative, and identify associated impacts 
leading to the selection of the Preferred Alternative. 

Major future development items that will be covered in this EA includes:

• Clearing 63 acres of vegetation and obstructive objects at the ends of runway 4/22
• Grub 63 acres of land at the end of runway 4/22
• Grade 63 acres of land at the end of runway 4/22
• Obtain new easements for 23 private properties

As part of our early agency coordination, we are attempting to identify key issues that will need to be 
addressed during the NEPA process.  To accomplish this, your organization’s comments are being 
requested for the above referenced project as it relates to the following:

• Your specific areas of concern / regulatory jurisdiction
• Specific benefits of the project for your organization or to the public
• Any available technical information / data for the project site 
• Potential mitigation / permitting requirements for project implementation

For your convenience, several maps and figures are enclosed that illustrate the Airport’s location and 
approximate project area limits.  To sufficiently address key project issues and maintain the project 
schedule, your comments are requested by (date).
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Please send your written or email comments to:

MEAD & HUNT, Inc.
William Ballard, AICP
2605 Port Lansing Road
Lansing, MI  48906
517-321-8334 | william.ballard@meadhunt.com

Sincerely,

Steve Houtteman
Supervisor, Airport Planning & Environmental Unit
Michigan Department of Transportation Office of Aeronautics

Enclosures

cc:
Aaron Thelenwood, Airport Authority Director
William Ballard, Mead & Hunt

mailto:william.ballard@meadhunt.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 3, 2025 

 

 

Joeseph Wildcat, Sr. 

President 

Lac du Flambeau of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation of Wisconsin 

PO Box 67 

Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538 

 

 

Re: Early Agency Coordination and Review of Proposed Improvements  

St. Clair County International Airport, Port Huron, Michigan 

 

 

Dear President: 

 

The St. Clair International Airport (Airport or PHN) proposes to clear and / or grub, and grade approximately 

86 acres of land located off the ends of Runway 4/22. The proposed action is needed to remove existing 

and potential obstructions identified as penetrations to the Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 77 

Imaginary Surfaces (FAR Part 77), Threshold Siting Surface (TSS), Precision Approach Path Indicator 

(PAPI) Light Signal Clearance Surface (LSCS), Obstacle Clearance Surface (OCS), as well as the Michigan 

State Licensing Surface. Unmaintained vegetation has the potential to become obstructions to runway 

approaches in the future. The land where removal will take place is on Airport property, private property 

with existing easements, and approximately 23 private properties requiring new easements. 

 

Federal funding will be utilized for the proposed Runway 4/22 easement acquisition and obstruction 

removals; therefore, environmental documentation and analysis sufficient to satisfy the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is required by law. To meet this requirement an Environmental 

Assessment (EA) will be completed. The EA will define and analyze potential impacts of the proposed 

action and any reasonable alternatives.  

 

This EA will also be developed to further determine whether any potential impacts are significant enough 

to necessitate an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). During the EA project, investigations will be 

conducted to identify potential Social, Economic, and Environmental (SEE) impacts related to the 

improvements being proposed. These SEE impacts will be documented and considered as required by 

NEPA.   

 
The Michigan Department of Transportation Office of Aeronautics (MDOT AERO) acting on behalf of the 

FAA is the lead agency and as such, the EA will be prepared in accordance with NEPA, FAA Order 1050.1F, 
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Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures, and FAA Order 5050.4B. National Environmental Policy 

Act (NEPA) Implementing Instructions for Airport Actions.   

 

Major future development items that will be covered in this EA includes: 

 

 Clearing, and/or grubbing and grading, where feasible, of approximately 86 acres of forested land 

located in the Runway 4/22 approaches for current and future obstruction removals. 

 Acquisition of avigation easements over 21 private parcels to allow for current and future 

obstruction removals in the Runway 4/22 approaches. 

 

As part of our early agency coordination, we are attempting to identify key issues that will need to be 

addressed during the NEPA process. MDOT AERO requests your comments regarding this project, any 

information you wish to share pertaining to archaeological or historical resources located in the project area, 

or notification that you would like to become an interested party under Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act.   

 

For your convenience, several maps and figures are enclosed that illustrate the Airport’s location and 

approximate project area limits. To sufficiently address key project issues and maintain the project 

schedule, your comments are requested by May 2, 2025. 

 

Please send your written or email comments to: 

 

MEAD & HUNT, Inc. 

William Ballard, AICP 

2605 Port Lansing Road 

Lansing, MI  48906 

517-321-8334 | william.ballard@meadhunt.com 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Stan Reinke 

Environmental Specialist 

Michigan Department of Transportation Office of Aeronautics 

 

Enclosures 

 

cc:  

Catherine Fiore, Airport Director 

William Ballard, Mead & Hunt



 

St. Clair International Airport 

St. Clair International Airport (PHN) 

Smiths Creek, St. Clair County, Michigan 
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AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT

AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT

ST. CLAIR COUNTY
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
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APPROXIMATE AREA
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April 28, 2025

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY

Misty Peavler

Federal 

Re: EPA Scoping Comments: Proposed Improvements at St. Clair 

Dear Ms. Peavler: 
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